CLASSIFICATION  GOG

DNTIAL 25X1A29
A . .
pproved For Relemdﬁa&{qwgu-

A2 0REY7R00230GERRORT- NO.

INFORMATON NTIALIT  co wo.

COUNTRY Colombis ' DATE DISTR. 10 .obruary 1949
SUBJECT  Reaipnation of Diero llontana Cuellar as Lepal NO. OF PAGES 1

Advisaer of Fedepe

25X1A6a .

 PLACE NO. OF ENCLS.
DATE OF IN SUPPLEMENT To__ >X1A29
25X1X6 rerorT NO. [

1. Diopo Montana Cuellar, Leral Adviser (Asesor Juridico) of the Foderacion
Jacional de Petroleres (Fadepetrol) of Colombia, rosigned his position with
that orpanization during the IV Petroleum Conference held in Dogota in
Jﬂn\lﬂry 1949.

2. Aecording to Jose Raquel Hercado, Secretary of the Syndicate of Maritine
Torrinal Woriers, who attonded the Petroleum Conference, ilontana Cuellar's
soparation from the federation was broug'w, t about by the Pfact that he had falled

25X1A2g to rive a true ascomting (ef. for the full amount of funds roceived

by hin from the petroleun unions of Venazuela. This roney had been forwarded
to him to be used in the petroleun strike arainst the Tropical Oil Company
in Darrancabermeja in Aurust 1948, Yercado also stated that lontana Cuellar
had been soverely oritiwized for his activities during this strike by the
workers who eclaired that he had abused his position as the reprecentative of
the uniena. '

3, Aupusto Duran Ospino, Secrotary Cencral of the Partido Conunista Obrero (PCO -
Gorrunist Workers Party), stated that Montans Cuellarta retirement from
Tedepatrol would prove ambarragsing to the rival Partido Comunista de Colombia
(PCC « Cormunist Party of Golombia) group, inasmuch as the latter had publicly
conpratulated him on 22 November 1943 on his successful handling of the
potroleun strile, while at the same time the PCO had oriticized his activities
and objested to the placing of his pleture in the offices of the Tropical 011
Corpany workers® syndloato headquarters.

4. lontana Cuellar's resipnation will leave him free to pursue his plan to enter
the political field ae eandidate for Congress in the fortheoning June elections.
This plan was confided by hin to jntinate friends in Decerber 1948, at which
time he indicated that he would resign hia position ae Lepal Adviser to
Fodepotrol at tho end of the year in order to atand for election. Howover,
in January 1949 Montana Cuellar enterod into nopotiations with the Shell
Petroleun Company in an endeavor 3o extend tho labor contract for an additional
year (thus raling &t & two-year jabor pact) aud scviscd nis friends thad he
had reconsidore) his previous statements and had decided to rorain with
Fﬁdapetmlo
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